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Space permitting, The Oil Can welcomes news items, articles and letters on Model        
Railroading and related topics. Deadline for submissions is generally the fifteenth of the 
month preceding the next meeting. 
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Cover:  
 
         Scene from Curt LaRueôs HO-Scale Layout 
     

Photo by John Shields 

Dave 

If you have a photo, or a useful tip, or maybe just a useful website 
that you would like to share, the Oilcan is an opportunity to share 
it with your fellow model railroaders.  
Email it to editor@cincy-div7.org.  

Are you looking for something to add to your layout, 
or would you like to dispose of something that is no 
longer needed? 
  
If so, then try using our Classified Ads in the Oil Can.  
Itôs  a free service to Division 7 members every 
month.      
 

Itôs easy to place an ad ð just send me a description 
and price, along with a picture, if desired. 

mailto:editor@cincy-div7.org
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                Headlights  
John Shields 

      Superintendent 

 

John 

Our July meeting was held at the West Chester Library. Bob Frankrone from Division 8 (Louisville) was our 
clinician. His clinic was on open loads for flat cars, gons, etc. Besides providing all kinds of photos of interest-
ing loads and the ways he went about recreating them; he also assured everyone that these were not efforts that 
only some master craftsman could do, but was within the reach of most modelers. He also assured us that most 
of these projects were quite affordable, with a suspiciously common outlay of $20 for materials. Thank you to 
Ed Swain and Curt Larue for opening their HO Pennsylvania Railroad layouts for us to see.  
 
Since it was fresh in my mind, I also reviewed some of the highlights from attending the convention in Salt 
Lake City, I am sharing some of my photos in this issue of the Oil Can. It seems like there is some kind of 
ñbus storyò at almost every convention. On the first day at Salt Lake City, there was a double decker bus sight-
seeing tour offered. There had been an email warning that these buses were smaller than planned and hence the 
tour was oversold. The good news was that they had added a second bus. As we loaded, I got on the second 
(non-double deck but still open air) bus. This turned out to be a really good choice because the double deck 
bus broke down about a third of the way into the tour, tried to return to the hotel and died. Those on board had 
to take the streetcar back to the hotel. (They got refunds or tickets on a later tour).  
 
This was the first National Convention where I signed up for a couple of the OpSig sessions. On the HO Salt 
Lake Southern (see the cover story in the July 2019 issue of Railroad Model Craftsman) I worked a local turn, 
which gave me a tour of part of the layout, the main yard, and then some interesting switching down the 
branch line. On the N scale Milwaukee Road, my first job was as a branch line operator, followed by handling 
a key east bound thru freight over most of the layout. Unfortunately this fast freight ran several hours late, be-
cause no one alerted the yardmaster that he needed to let the branch line operator (me), to get back and finish 
that job (over the two mainline freights that had his yard clogged up), in order to move on to the next job. (An 
experienced dispatcher would likely have realized this, but the all-rookie crew detected the issue too late). I did 
realize that the logistics of the OpSig activities are quite poorly coordinated with the rest of the convention 
schedule. Now I will know to watch out in the future; but as a new OpSig member, I will certainly be giving 
the leadership some ñfeedback.ò 
 
Next yearôs National Convention is in St. Louis. That is eminently drivable. I encourage you to attend. 
 
Since the deadline for the previous Oil Can was before I went to the N Scale Enthusiasts Convention in Chica-
go, let me also report a little bit about that event this month. There was indeed a ñbus storyò at this convention, 
as well. The first day of the event there was a luncheon cruise on the Chicago River. On the way to the dock, 
our tour bus failed to make a corner in the underground labyrinth of streets under downtown Chicago. We hit a 
supporting column (old riveted I-beam type) putting a pretty big dent in the plastic flaring around the wheel 
well. This was literally right outside the window where I was sitting. After a brief stop, a phone call, and a 
photograph; we proceeded to the dock and did not miss our cruise. 
 
A major highlight in Chicago was a layout tour stop at the Reid Brothers famous Cumberland Valley Lines. 
This famous N scale layout dates to the mid 1970ôs, but has been kept up to date and is even more impressive 
in-person, than in the magazines. It has been published multiple times in all the major magazines. The integra-
tion of the layout with the painted backdrops was especially striking (see photos). I did not take the railfanning 
tour, but we did see four trains as we drove between layouts, so it was almost a two for one. 
 
 
I hope to see you in Erlanger on August 11th. 
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John Shields portraying Sacramento newspaper publisher Dr. H.W. Harkness (delivering the golden spikes to Leland Stanford of the  
Central Pacific, and to Dr. Thomas C. Durant of the Union Pacific) at the July 8, 2019 re-enactment of the Golden Spike Ceremony. 

Photos by Selwyn Morris, Calgary Alberta  

Golden Spike Ceremony Re-enactment 
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Reid Brothers N-Scale Layout in Chicago 

Photos by John Shields 
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Second Section  
 

Chuck Endreola 
Asst. Super 

Chuck 

I would like to thank Julyôs guest clinician, Bob Frankrone of Division 8, for traveling to Cincinnati 
and making his presentation, and Ed Swain and Curt LaRue for hosting open houses for their mar-
velous layouts. In addition, I would like to thank Bob Shreve for setting up the A/V equipment for 
the meeting. I understand that Bob Frakroneôs clinic on modeling loads was a hit, and the layout 
visits were well received. I am sorry that I missed all of it!   
 
Fortunately, I did have a great time on my mini vacation --- a four-day golf tournament involving 
15 of my friends and relatives. This was our 26th year in a row at the same venue in Titusville, PA. 
Titusville is the location of the worldôs first oil well, drilled and operated by Col. Edwin Drake. Ti-
tusville also boasts a tourist train, the ñOil Creek & Titusville RR.ò  I have ridden it during the fall, 
but I did not ride it this trip, spending all my time eating or playing golf. I so impressed my oppo-
nents with my game that they urged me to write a golf instructional book. It will be entitled ñHow 
To Line Up Your Fourth Putt!ò Need I say more? My scores could have used some improvement. 
Now home and back to laying track! 
 
I trust that those who attended the National Convention had a great time. I look forward to hearing 
all about it. 
 
Looking ahead: 
August 11th ï We will meet ant the Kenton County Library, 401 Kenton Lands Rd., Erlanger, KY 
41018.  Clinician will be Rick Stern, ñExotic Trains of India.ò  Contest is ñTank Carsò for both 
models and photos. We will visit the layouts of Georgia Dahlberg, MMR and Perry Simpson. 
 

September 8th  ï Meeting will be held at Harmony Lodge. Modeler and author Mike Tylick will 
present a clinic entitled ñKit-bash Thisò. Following the meeting, we have been invited to visit the 
layouts of Rick Stern and the Cincinnati Model Railway Club. 
 
Non-Division 7 events:  
July 30th-Aug 3rd  ï National Association of S Guagers Convention, the ñQueen City Express, ñ 
being held at the Cincinnati Quality Hotel in Blue Ash. 
 

July 31st -August 4th ï C&O Historical Society Conference, Cincinnati Marriott North, Union Ctr 
Blvd., West Chester, OH 
 

August 10th ï Summer Swap Meet, Palace Theater, 276 W. Center St., Marion, OH. 
www.summerail.com for details. 
 

September 14th  ï Naptown & White River Model RR Club Train Show & Open House, Manual 
High School, Indianapolis, IN. www.naptownrr.org for details. 

http://www.summerail.com
http://www.naptownrr.org
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                   CINCINNATI DIVISION 7, MCR, NMRA   

                          JULY 2019 CONTEST RESULTS                            

 

MODELS: Anything goes 

Box Stock: 
 1st Place: Bruce Knapp: Saulenas Tavern 
  
Kit bashed:  

 1st Place: Georgia Dahlberg, MMRÈΥ {ƘŜƴŀƴŘƻŀƘ 5ƛǊƛƎƛōƭŜ      
  
 Scratch Built:  
 1st Place: Don Doctor: Coke pusher  
 2nd Place: Bruce Knapp: ATSF Depot 

 3rd Place: Georgia Dahlberg, MMRÈΥ 5ǊƛǾŜǊ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƻƴ 
    
PHOTOGRAPHY: Anything goes 

Print Prototype: 

 1st Place: Georgia Dahlberg, MMRÈΥ ¢ƻǿ ǘǊǳŎƪ 

 2nd Place: Georgia Dahlberg, MMRÈΥ .ǳƭƭ ŘƻȊŜǊ 

 3rd Place: Georgia Dahlberg, MMRÈΥ DƻƭŘ ǘǊŀƳƳŜƭ 
 
Print Model: 
 No entries 
 
Junior Division:   
            1st Place: Seth Massmann: GE switcher 
 2nd Place: Seth Massmann: 1896 trolley 
 3rd Place: Seth Massmann: Army 2-8-0 
  
2019 STANDINGS ï Through June 

MODELS 
Georgia Dahlberg, MMRÈ 22 Rick Stern 3 
Bruce Knapp 21 Don Doctor 3 
Roy Allan 11  John Listermann 2 
Tom Brueggeman, MMRÈ 9  Bob Chapman 2 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
Georgia Dahlberg, MMRÈ 19  David Wynne 5 
John Listermann 9 Scott Klein 2 
Joe Stuber 5 
    
JUNIOR DIVISION MODELS 
No entries so far this year 
 
JUNIOR DIVISION PHOTOGRAPHY 
Seth Massmann:    6 
 
AUGUST  CONTEST CATEGORIES: 

MODELS: Tank cars 
PHOTOGRAPHY: Tank cars 

 
 
 

Jim Rollwage  
 
NMRA, MCR, Div. 7 Contest Chair 
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Photos by John Burchnall 

LAYOUT VISIT to Curt LaRueôs HO-Scale Layout 
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Photos by John Burchnall 

LAYOUT VISIT to Curt LaRueôs HO-Scale Layout 


